
 

   

Mariposa County  

WATER WATER WATER WATER 
CONSERVATION CONSERVATION CONSERVATION CONSERVATION     

TIPSTIPSTIPSTIPS    
 

 

 

A state of emergency “drought” has 
been declared in California.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mariposa County Health Department 
5085 Bullion Street 

Mariposa, CA  95338 
209-966-3689 or 1-800-459-4466 

Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM             
(except holidays) 

CCCCOLLECTOLLECTOLLECTOLLECT    THETHETHETHE    WATERWATERWATERWATER    THATTHATTHATTHAT    USUALLYUSUALLYUSUALLYUSUALLY    
RUNSRUNSRUNSRUNS    DOWNDOWNDOWNDOWN    THETHETHETHE    DRAINDRAINDRAINDRAIN    WAITINGWAITINGWAITINGWAITING    FORFORFORFOR    
THETHETHETHE    HOTHOTHOTHOT    WATERWATERWATERWATER    TOTOTOTO    APPEARAPPEARAPPEARAPPEAR    ININININ    AAAA        
BUCKETBUCKETBUCKETBUCKET, , , , ANDANDANDAND    USEUSEUSEUSE    ITITITIT    TOTOTOTO    WATERWATERWATERWATER    PLANTSPLANTSPLANTSPLANTS    
OROROROR    FLUSHFLUSHFLUSHFLUSH    TOILETSTOILETSTOILETSTOILETS....    

    

WWWWHENHENHENHEN    YOUYOUYOUYOU    SAVESAVESAVESAVE    WATERWATERWATERWATER    YOUYOUYOUYOU    SAVESAVESAVESAVE    
ELECTRICITYELECTRICITYELECTRICITYELECTRICITY    ANDANDANDAND    YOUYOUYOUYOU    SAVESAVESAVESAVE    $!$!$!$!    

e.g., wash a full load of laundry in cold 
water (it costs electricity to heat the 
water) and hang up your laundry to 
dry. 

 

    

    

    

    

SSSSTORETORETORETORE    ATATATAT    LEASTLEASTLEASTLEAST    1 1 1 1 GALLONGALLONGALLONGALLON    OFOFOFOF                
DRINKINGDRINKINGDRINKINGDRINKING    WATERWATERWATERWATER    PERPERPERPER    PERSONPERSONPERSONPERSON    PERPERPERPER                
DAYDAYDAYDAY    FORFORFORFOR    AAAA    MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM    3333----DAYDAYDAYDAY    SUPPLYSUPPLYSUPPLYSUPPLY.  .  .  .  
SSSSTORETORETORETORE    WATERWATERWATERWATER    ININININ    AAAA    REFILLABLEREFILLABLEREFILLABLEREFILLABLE                        
CONTAINERCONTAINERCONTAINERCONTAINER....    

e.g., a family of 4 needs 12 gallons. 

 

 

    

    

IIIINSTALLNSTALLNSTALLNSTALL    AAAA    WATERWATERWATERWATER    STORAGESTORAGESTORAGESTORAGE    TANKTANKTANKTANK.... 
    

TTTTESTESTESTEST    YYYYOUROUROUROUR    WWWWATERATERATERATER    

Turn on your water, then using a 1 
gallon pitcher measure how much 
water comes out of the fixture in 
15 seconds.  Multiply the number 
of quarts by 4 to find out how 
many gallons/minute come out of 
the fixture.    

    

FFFFOROROROR    ADDITIONALADDITIONALADDITIONALADDITIONAL    INFORMATIONINFORMATIONINFORMATIONINFORMATION    ONONONON    HOWHOWHOWHOW    
YOUYOUYOUYOU    CANCANCANCAN    CONSERVECONSERVECONSERVECONSERVE    WATERWATERWATERWATER, , , , SEESEESEESEE::::    

Save Our WaterSave Our WaterSave Our WaterSave Our Water, , , , a statewide     
program aimed at helping          
Californians to reduce their     
everyday water use. 

http://www.saveourh2o.org/ http://www.saveourh2o.org/ http://www.saveourh2o.org/ http://www.saveourh2o.org/     

 

IIIIFFFF    YOURYOURYOURYOUR    WWWWELLELLELLELL    RRRRUNSUNSUNSUNS    DDDDRYRYRYRY....    

For a partial list of well drillers see 
Mariposa County Health Department  
website under the Environmental 
Health,. Water Wells section . 

www.mariposacounty.org/healthwww.mariposacounty.org/healthwww.mariposacounty.org/healthwww.mariposacounty.org/health    
    

or call  

Mariposa County Health Department 
Environmental Health  Section  

209209209209----966966966966----2220.2220.2220.2220. 
 

    



TTTTHEHEHEHE    AVERAGEAVERAGEAVERAGEAVERAGE    INDIVIDUALINDIVIDUALINDIVIDUALINDIVIDUAL    USESUSESUSESUSES    
75 75 75 75 GALLONSGALLONSGALLONSGALLONS    OFOFOFOF    WATERWATERWATERWATER    PERPERPERPER    DAYDAYDAYDAY....    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

TIPS FOR CONSERVING   TIPS FOR CONSERVING   TIPS FOR CONSERVING   TIPS FOR CONSERVING   
WWWWAAAATTTTEEEERRRR::::    

WWWWHENHENHENHEN    WASHINGWASHINGWASHINGWASHING    YOURYOURYOURYOUR    HANDSHANDSHANDSHANDS, , , , TURNTURNTURNTURN    
THETHETHETHE    WATERWATERWATERWATER    OFFOFFOFFOFF    WHILEWHILEWHILEWHILE    YOUYOUYOUYOU    LATHERLATHERLATHERLATHER....    
    

TTTTAKEAKEAKEAKE    AAAA    SHOWERSHOWERSHOWERSHOWER    RATHERRATHERRATHERRATHER    THANTHANTHANTHAN    AAAA    
BATHBATHBATHBATH....    

Taking a shower uses much less water 
than filling up a bathtub.  A shower 
uses 10 to 20 gallons, while a bath 
takes up to 50 gallons. 
 

TTTTAKEAKEAKEAKE    SHORTERSHORTERSHORTERSHORTER    SHOWERSSHOWERSSHOWERSSHOWERS....    

Reduce your shower by 1-2 minutes 
and save 5 gallons. 
 

TTTTURNURNURNURN    WATERWATERWATERWATER    OFFOFFOFFOFF    WHILEWHILEWHILEWHILE    BRUSHINGBRUSHINGBRUSHINGBRUSHING    
YOURYOURYOURYOUR    TEETHTEETHTEETHTEETH....    

Save up to 3 gallons. 
 

RRRREPLACEEPLACEEPLACEEPLACE    OLDOLDOLDOLD    TOILETSTOILETSTOILETSTOILETS    WITHWITHWITHWITH    ““““LOWLOWLOWLOW    
FLUSHFLUSHFLUSHFLUSH” ” ” ” TOILETSTOILETSTOILETSTOILETS....    

“Low flush” toilets use 1 to 2 gallons 
per flush instead of the 3 to 5 gallons 
that older models use. 

WWWWATERATERATERATER    BEFOREBEFOREBEFOREBEFORE    8 8 8 8 AAAA....MMMM. . . .     

You can save about 25 gallons each 
time you water by watering before 8 
a.m.  Watering early reduces     
evaporation.  Adjust your timers to 
run for less time. 

    

MMMMAKEAKEAKEAKE    THETHETHETHE    SWITCHSWITCHSWITCHSWITCH    FROMFROMFROMFROM    LAWNLAWNLAWNLAWN    TOTOTOTO    
LOWLOWLOWLOW----WATERWATERWATERWATER    USEUSEUSEUSE    LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING....    

Switch your lawn to drought-tolerant 
plants and reduce your water use by 
more than 30 percent. 

CCCCHOOSEHOOSEHOOSEHOOSE    AAAA    WATERWATERWATERWATER----EFFICIENTEFFICIENTEFFICIENTEFFICIENT                                    
IRRIGATIONIRRIGATIONIRRIGATIONIRRIGATION    SYSTEMSYSTEMSYSTEMSYSTEM....    

Drip irrigation will save you up to 15 
gallons/each time you water. 
 

WWWWATERATERATERATER    ONLYONLYONLYONLY    WHENWHENWHENWHEN    NECESSARYNECESSARYNECESSARYNECESSARY. . . . 
MMMMOREOREOREORE    PLANTSPLANTSPLANTSPLANTS    DIEDIEDIEDIE    FROMFROMFROMFROM    OVEROVEROVEROVER                        
WATERINGWATERINGWATERINGWATERING    THANTHANTHANTHAN    FROMFROMFROMFROM    UNDERUNDERUNDERUNDER                            
WATERINGWATERINGWATERINGWATERING....    
    

UUUUSESESESE    AAAA    BROOMBROOMBROOMBROOM    INSTEADINSTEADINSTEADINSTEAD    OFOFOFOF    AAAA    HOSEHOSEHOSEHOSE. . . .     

Use a broom to clean driveways, 
sidewalks and patios.  Save 8+    
gallons.   
 

WWWWASHASHASHASH    CARSCARSCARSCARS    WITHWITHWITHWITH    AAAA    BUCKETBUCKETBUCKETBUCKET, , , , SPONGESPONGESPONGESPONGE, , , , 
ANDANDANDAND    HOSEHOSEHOSEHOSE    WITHWITHWITHWITH    SELFSELFSELFSELF----CLOSINGCLOSINGCLOSINGCLOSING                
NOZZLENOZZLENOZZLENOZZLE.  .  .  .      

CCCCHECKHECKHECKHECK    YYYYOUROUROUROUR    TTTTOILETSOILETSOILETSOILETS    FORFORFORFOR    LLLLEAKSEAKSEAKSEAKS....    

Drop several drops of food dye into 
the toilet tank.  Do NOT flush. Wait 
15 minutes. Check the water in the 
bowl for color.  If the color appears 
in the bowl, there is a leak.           
Replacing the toilet’s flapper valve 
will likely stop the leak.  Make sure 
the new flapper fits your toilet model.    

DDDDONONONON ’’’’TTTT    FLUSHFLUSHFLUSHFLUSH    FACIALFACIALFACIALFACIAL    TISSUETISSUETISSUETISSUE    OROROROR        
OTHEROTHEROTHEROTHER    SMALLSMALLSMALLSMALL    BITBITBITBIT    OFOFOFOF    TRASHTRASHTRASHTRASH....    

Three to five gallons of water is 
wasted every time you flush a facial 
tissue or other small bit of trash. 

FFFFIXIXIXIX    LEAKYLEAKYLEAKYLEAKY    FAUCETSFAUCETSFAUCETSFAUCETS....    

Save up to 20 gallons per day. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

IIIINSTALLNSTALLNSTALLNSTALL    AERATORSAERATORSAERATORSAERATORS    ONONONON    BATHROOMBATHROOMBATHROOMBATHROOM    
FAUCETSFAUCETSFAUCETSFAUCETS....    

Save 1.2 gallons per person/day. 
 

IIIINSTALLNSTALLNSTALLNSTALL    AAAA    WATERWATERWATERWATER----EFFICIENTEFFICIENTEFFICIENTEFFICIENT    
CLOTHESCLOTHESCLOTHESCLOTHES    WASHERWASHERWASHERWASHER....    

Save 16 gallons/load. 
 

WWWWASHASHASHASH    ONLYONLYONLYONLY    FULLFULLFULLFULL    LOADSLOADSLOADSLOADS    OFOFOFOF    LAUNDRYLAUNDRYLAUNDRYLAUNDRY....    

Save 15 to 50 gallons. 

RRRRUNUNUNUN    THETHETHETHE    DISHWASHERDISHWASHERDISHWASHERDISHWASHER    ONLYONLYONLYONLY    WHENWHENWHENWHEN    
FULLFULLFULLFULL....    


